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Of the Life, and Experience of the late rev. Sttas 
Mercer, written by himself, in a letter té 
a friend. | 


Georgia, Wilks Courity, Sept. 2sth, 792s. 


Dear and rev. Brother, 


As I know not what ufe the orp 
may pleafe to make of the ske/ch you have requeft- 
ed, refpecting certain particulars in my life, and 
éxperience, I will endeavor to furnifh it. 


_ According to accounts fteceived from my 
father, I was born on the twehty-fifth of February, 
old: ftyle, iri the year of our LORD, 17465, near 
Curratuck-Bay, in’ North-Carolina. My mother 
died while I was an infant; and; prébably from 
that circumftance; my father contracted fuch a 
fondnefs for me that he never fuffered me to be 
croffed in my inclinations. The confequence of 
this was fuch as might have been expected:—I fell 
an eafy prey to turbulent; and tyrannical paffions. 


My father was a zealous member of the 
church of England, and carefully inftructed me 
inthe creed, catechifm, rites, and traditions of 
that communion. : 
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At about feven years of age I had fome idea, 
and belief, of future rewards and punifhments, and 
fuppofing my father to be a good. man, tried to 
conduct fo "that I might go wiih bim to heaven : 
But from my tender age, and the nature of this 
motive, Iwas very .irreguiar.in practice. Ast 
advanced in years, I frequently, on tranfgrefiing 
the known rules‘of my duty, fuffered feverely from 
the lafhes of confcience. On one occafion I pro- 
fanely fwore, and was fo ftruck at hearing a 
younger fifter exclaim, im tears, ‘* be is ruined !’’ 
that I alfo wept, and thought I never fhould be 
forgiven for fo great an offence. [In this diftrefs 
I formed a-refolution never to {wear again, and, as 
far as I recollect, have kept it ever fince: But as 
I approached to manheod, I fully indulged my 
ftrong propenfitics to vain company, foolifh talk~ 
ing, jefting, and every fpecies of. finful amufe- 
ment. Though reftrained from grofler evils, my 
heart was fo given up to revelling that my firmeft 
refolutions to abftain from it, andthe fevereft 
checks of confcience, were infufficient to deliver 
me from its fnares. 


At about eighteen years of age, I had a vio- 
Tent fpell of ficknefs, and expected to die. My 
fears. were much alarmed, and I -requefted m 
father to pray for me. He accordingly ufed the 
forms in his prayer—book, beft fuited, in his judg- 
nient, to my cafe; and I attempted to pray for 
pardon, and acceptanee with Gop. Upon ‘this I 
concluded that he had forgiven me, ie felt mea- 
furably refigned to death. At length I and all 
my frierids thovght that I was dying: I took a 


folemn leave of them, and .clofed. my eyes, ‘fully _ 
expecting to open them no more in time ;.and had" 
¥ then died fhould not have been convinced of my 
awful miftake, with refpect to the fafety of my 

ftate, 
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ftate, on this fide‘of eternity. Thus, from expe. 
rience, I am convinced that cones —_ oer Cars 
poor deceived fouls, even through a dying 

aats aed Iam fure that I was then deftitute'o? 
converting: grace, had never feen the glorious 
plan of falvatien, nor felt the effects ofa faith thar 
works by love. It pleafed eon, however; to'give 
a fudden turn to: my ficknefs, and to reftore me 
to health. My life appeared to meas the free gift 
of cop, and I determined to {pend it to his glory : 
But I fcarcely recovered my former ftrength be- 
fore I broke this determination, and, on reflection, 
thought the rorp would never believe me any 
more, nor regard my prayers. Under this im- 
preffion I concluded to abandon all hopes, and 
defpair of ever getting to heaven; but fo 
dreadful was this fituation, that, in a few days, I 
attempted again to pray; and at the very com- 
mencement of the exercife broke out into a flood . 
of tears. | 

This event: I vainly confidered as -a‘ proof 
that I truly repented of my fins, and that'cop had 
forgiven me. Inow, with greater confidence than 
ever, renewed my engagements to ferve him, and 
went on making and breaking promifes about two 
years. On areview of this conduct, I felt'ex- 
ceedingly angry with myfelf, and thought I fhould 
rejoice to be whipped, or punifhed in any other 
way, in this world, for my fins. With indignant 
emotions, I exclaimed, What-is the reason I can- 
uot keep my resolutions ? Tothis fomething in my 
breaft:feemed to reply, “* It is becaufe you have 
not taken the facrament of the Lorp’s fupper.”’ 
Ah! faid I, to myfelf, this accounts for it! I 
have complied with allduties, except that, and if 
ever Gop fhould forgive me again, I will goto the 
Lorp’s table. Soon after’this, I’mentioned my 
defign to my father, whe enceuraged me in r 
ve and, 
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and, accordingly, at the next opportunity, I com. 
muned, without the leaft difcernment of fpiritual 
abjects ! I now fuppofed I fhould be fure to. keep 
my. vows, as to fall again into fin would be certain 
damnation. But I thought that under the moft 
violent temptations, to thank of that folemn ordi-~ 
nance, would effect my efcape. Experience, 
however, foon evinced how. miferably I was mif- 
taken. In fubfequent attacks I loft all my ftrength 
and weapons, and fin reigned over me, asa mighty. 
tyrant. J was awfully furprifed, to find myfelf, 
after all this, again, the wretched captive. of my 
lufts, and concluded it would never he warth while 
to lift my eyes. towards heaven any. more, with the 
Jeaft expectation of felicity. While I was thus 
ftanding on the very verge of utter defpair; a paf. 
fage of {cripture was applied to. my foul with aw. 
ful power :. The words were thefe :-— 

ec If we fin wilfully after that we have receiv 
ed the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth ne 
more facrifice for fin; hut a ceftain fearful look- 
ing for judgment and fiery indignation, which 
fhall devour the adverfaries,’’. I donot fay that I 
heard this with my ears; but the words Sonat as 
Joud, and as alarming to my foul, as if they had 
been, uttered in peals of thunder; and the saa 
of JEHOVAH appeared to be as forky ftreams of 
lightning over my head, while I thought myfelé 
the very butt of his indig nation. I believed I 
was the identical perfon aha had finned wilfully, 
after receiving the knowledge of the truth, ne 
that cop himfelf had faid there remained no more 
facrifice for my fins. , } now fell inftantly inte 
black defpair, Sacks believing i it was as impofli- 
ble for me to be faved, as fora Gop of unchang- | 
able truth to falfify his word; and I do not re- 
collect that for two ,whole years I had the leat 


glimmering. ray of hope. 
Deas 
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>» Dear Brother, for me to give you an account 
ef my dreadful feelings, and conflicts, during this 
awful feafon, would be te fwell my letter into a 
volume. Let it fuffice to inform you,. that my 
heart was fo hard, that if it would have faved my 
foul, and the fouls of all Adam’s race, I’could not 
nave fhedatear. I believe my eyes, at times, ap- 
ared almoft to fparkle with rage againft cop ! 
ye tempted to blafpheme his bleffed name, ’rill 
Lhave been forced to clench my teeth, and filts 
as if in convuifions, and then it would be ftrongly 
fuggefted, that I had done it in my heart. 


. My diftrefs was very vifible, and imputed to 
gnadnefs, but all the time it continued I carefully 
concealed the caufe of it. I thought that if | told 
my father, or any of my friends, that cop had re- 
jected me, and that the fire of hell was then kind-~ 
ling in my foul, i¢ would be giving pain to no 
purpofe. 

_. [| remember once after I had fpent the great- 
er pats ef the night rolling from fide to fide, with— 
out fleep, while my heart felt like an adamant, I 
was inftantly difpofed to attempt once’ more, to 
pray. I arofe, and went to a place 1 had before 
vifited for that purpofe, but could not open my 
mouth before the torp. It. was fuggefted to 
me that I fhould go to another place, which pre- 
fented itfelf to my. mind, and I went; but it ap- 
peared to me that if 1 were to pray for pardon, ie 
would be the fame as to afk Gopto deny himfelf, 
and that, for fuch prefumption, he would eaufe 
the earth to open her mouth, and fwallow me up, 
ag it did Corah, Dathan, and Abiram. 


It appeared to me, in a moment, as if I fawan 
angry Gop, and his broken law, the curfes of which 
fecmed like thunder-bolts, ready to burit on my 
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guilty: head, while hell appeared to be moving 
from beneath to receive me! I fell to the ground 
and groaned, expecting inftantly to be plunged 
into eternal woe! But imall this there was noth+ 
ing but legal conviction ; and, by repeated efforts; 
I fo far ftifled it as to obtain hope of a degree of 
happinefsi in this life, and engaged, accordingly, 
with: fome:ardor, and expectation in its affairs, — 


As yet, I had never heard a diffenter preach, 
and thought it would be highly criminal to do it: 
However, .as. I expected nothing: but damnation 
after death, I concluded it could not make mat. 
ters. with: me-worfe than: they were, to go, at the 
perfuafion of fome of my friends, and hear a Bap 
tift; This wasthe late rev. Jonathan Thomas. 
His text was, ‘* Being made free from sin, ye be- 
came.the servants of righteousness.’* 1. fufpected 
he was one of the falfe teachers. fpoken of by 
cuHRist, yet he proved fo fully from fcripture, 
and-facts. that men are flaves to fin, both'by na~ 
ture, and practice, that hedrew my attention, 


Tho’ my heart was full of enmitv againft him, 
while he fhewed how fin reigned over the: uncon- 
verted partof mankind, leading them as‘in chains, 
my confcience told me it was true; andthat I knew 
it by fad experience. At length he took my track, 
and followed me as clofely as ever a' blood-hound 
did'a wounded deer, thro’ all my~ guilty’ wander- 
ings, told my very feelings, anda number of things 
which I thought: none knew. but myfelf. and the. 
LORD. | heard, with amazement, convinced he 
would overtake me, and faid to-myfelf, what ‘will 
he fay will;}become of me ? The queftion was quick= | 
ly anfwered, he will fay ‘that 1 fhall’be damned; 
and that will be no news, for I knew it long ago. 


But when he éame te fhew what dreadful — 
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legal perfons run themfelves into: by makjng and 
breaking refolutions, he faid, ‘‘ Thefe people al- 
ways take the wrong courfe: They try to make 
themfelves good, before they come to the Lorp ! 
This being impoffible, if they have clear views of 
their real ftate, they fall into defperation. ‘Bur, 
continued he, if there be any on this legal plan 
here, I will fhew them a‘better:‘way. The nexe 
time ‘you attempt’to goto Gop, go with all your 
fins, of heart and life, confefs your guilt, and ut- 
ter helpleffnefs, acknowledge that Gop would be 
juft in your-eternal condemnation, and plead the 
merits of Curist, which reach from ‘earth te 
heaven, for pardon and falvation.”’ 


‘This was what I’had never heard of ‘before. 

I had always thought that I muft do fomething ‘to 
make the Lorp love me. However,. Inow de« 
termined to adopt this plan, and was fo occupied 
with the thoughts of jit, that I forgot the reft of 
the fermon. On my way home, from the meet~ 
ing, it was ftrongly impreffed on my mind that I 
had never come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and this, at once, unlocked the iron-gate of def 
pair, cheered my-foul with a reviving ray of hope, 
and gave me peculiar joy. I went, that evening, 
into afolitary place, confeffed my fins, as 1 had 
been directed, and made a formal plea of the 
merits of curist, for pardon.. With the fame 
legal fpirit which led me before to truft in my 
works, 1 now relied on my new principles, and 
from fuppofing that Iwas, at length, in the righe 
way;.felt like another man. ‘While the novelty 
of this delufion operated, I fpoke well of the min- 
ifter who had inftrumentally giver me fome glim- 
mering views of the truth, which f had perverted, 
and endeavored to convince my father, who had 
warned me to avoid him .as-a falfe-prophet, - 
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he was the beft preacher I had ever heard in my 
life ; burt this fo alarmed him; that, with theaf- 
GBince of dur minifter, he made me believe 
had been in great danger of committing the dam- 
hable fin of herify, and turned me into a violent 
oppofer of the Baptifts. Next to my father, this 
minifter, who 1 am now convinced knew nothing 
of religion, had the greateft influence over me of 
any pérfon in the world; and from an offer he 
made to teach me the languages, pres if I would 
take orders; | engaged in the Latin, and went 
about half way through Lilly’s Grammar ; but find= 
ing the ftudy too dry, and difficult for the warmth of 
my temper, I relinquifhed it for the more, active 
bufinefs of direct oppofition to Diffenters. Without 
confidering that the primitive churches weré con- 
gregations of baptized believers, I thought that 
the national church of England was the firft and 
only true church, and believing all other churches 
to be thofe f poken of as caufing divifions, and of- 
fences, 1 perfecuted them with a zeal, perhaps, 
equal tothat of Saul of Tarfus. This I know, I 
greatly rejoiced when fome of the Baptifts were 
imprifoned, in Virginia, for preaching, and withed 
chat they were all in the fame fituation. 


But while I. was zealoufly engaged againft 
others, | began to eye my own order, and thought 
we were wrong in fprinkling, inftead of immer- 
fing our children, and very deficient in difcipline. 
I obferved that even drunkards and profane {wear- 
ers would come with us to the torp’s table, and 
was convinced that thefe things ought not fo to be. 


The next circumftance which arrefted my ats _ 
tention, was the dropping off of the more fober;' 
and orderly part of our congregation, to attend the 
preaching of Diffenters. I earneftly remonftrated 
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with thefe perfons on_ this part of their condut, » 
and one of them, in particular, intimated that our 
minifter did not preach the true gofpel, but a le- 
gal way to heaven, and faid, ‘‘1f ever Iam faved, 
it muft be wholly by grace, throug » the re- 
demption that is in cHRist jesus.’ In reply 
to this, I peremptorily faid, yor may depend you 
aye wrong. You muft do all you can, continued 
-T, and then you may. expect Gop to give you grace, 
and ufing that well,-you will ‘be rewarded with: 
' more, and fo you may go on, ’till you do fuch 
perfect works as will difpofe him to receive you 
into his favor. | 


This converfation led. my. friend, who; as I 
afterwards found, had. much jufter views-of gof- 
pel truth than I had, to lend: me: the dialogues bes 
tween Theron and ‘Afpafio, by Mr.~ Hervey, a 
book that, I think, is worth its weight in gold, and 
by which, through. cop’s bleffing, I received: a 
gotpel conviction that, I truft, ended in my con~ 
verfion. 


_.. By reading-this excellent performance, on a 
certain veces I hada wonderful view ofthe un- 
changable truth of yenovan, his infiéxiblejuftice, 
and fee fpotlefs purity of his nature. I faw, ‘too, 
that his'law was nothing lefs than a tranfcript of 
his moral perfections—infinitely holy, juft, and 
true. _ This convinced me that’ I was utterly una 
ble to obtain the favor of cop by my own deeds. 
I faw thar future obedience can make no atone- 
ment for paft difobedience, and that the ‘law - 
fhews no mercy. Hence I was ‘brought ‘to per- 
ceive the neceffity of that rightcoufnefs which 
CHRIST Wrought out, and brought in’ by his obe- 
dience to the law,.and death on the crofs, for my” 
juftification before cop. 
5 On 
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On this difcov ery, I longed for the fabbath to 
comethat I might go and hear our minifter preach 
this glorious do¢trine of falvation by grace, 
through faith, and thought that he muft certainly 
have always preached it, though I had not, from the 

blindnefs of my mind, perceived it. JI, accord- 
ingly, attended, with raifed expectation, but the 
preacher faid nothing that I wanted to hear. [| 
thought it the moft empty difcourfe that I had 
ever heard from a pulpit. ‘There was not a word 
refpecting original fin, the wickednefs of the 
heart, condemnation by the righteous law of Gop, 
the neceffity of regeneration, juftification by the 
righteoufnefs of curist imputed, nor of fandti- 
fication ! 

' .. My friend, in farprife, may, perhaps, ex- 
claim: bate What did the man say ?’* To be fhort, 
he faid much againft: wicked practices, and the 
neceffity of external reformation ; but ¢bis, added 
to ordinances admintftered by preachers properly 
ordained, comprifed his fcheme of falvation.— 
Atter fervice 1 converfed with him, and finding 
that he and Mr. Hervey widely differed in their 
opinions, I bid him farewell, and determined to 
go to the LorD, and my Bible, for direction; and 
this was the firft time, notwithftanding the dif. 
trefs I had been in, that I ever had recourfe to 
thefe means, to fee how I could be juftified with 
Gop, and made clean before my Maker! On 
reading Paul’s “Epifile to the Romans, when I 
came tothe words, ‘* Now we know that whatfo- 
ever the law faith, it faith to them who are under 
the law, that every mouth may be ftopped, and all 
the world become guilty before Gop,’ they 
ftruck me with awful power, my foul trembled 
before the Lorp, my eyes gufhed out with tears, 
and praying to know who were under the law, the 
an{wer fecmed to come as from Gop, * The soul 
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that sinneth, it shall die.’ 1 looked into the 
Bible again, and felt the torce of the juft infer- 
ence—‘‘ Therefore by the deeds of the law thal! 
no fleth be juftified in his fight, for by the law is 
the knowledge of fin.’? I faw my condemnation 
fo juft, that notwithftanding I had a view of the 
way of juftification by the fe re of CHRIST, 
ii cee ht the benefit teo great to be beftowed on 

sy 4 this legal difpofition was further coun— 
teradted, when I cameto read, that Gop had de- 
clared a righteoufnefs, witneffed by the law and 
the Prophets, that he might be juft, ial the jufti- 
fier of the uxgod/y who believe in Jesus. tn the 
light of this paflage I faw, that if juftified at all, 
it or not be on account of any thing in, or done 
by me, but freely, by the grace of Gon, through 
theredemption that isin cHRIsT. But though [ 
had aclear view of the way of falvation I could 


derive no comfert from it, 


On the contrary, I concluded, from my feel- 
ings, that Gop had given me over to a hard heart, 
and a reprobate mind. For fifteen months it 
pleafed a fovereign Gop to leave me in this de- 

plorable ftate, under difficulties, and trials which 
i am unable to defcribe. 


“< Then felt my soul the heavy load, 
My sins revived again ; 

I bad provoked a dreadful Gop, 
And all my bopes were slain.’’ 


I faw plainly the way, which I was fatisfied 
was the only way of falvation; but it feemed as 
fomething at a diftance, that I could no more get 
into than I couldgo tothe moon. Sometimes [ 
was greatly diltreffed with a belief that I had paf- 


fed my day of grace, or had committed the unpar- 
donable 
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donable fin; and that cop had fhewn me this 
glorious way to heaven, and the happinefs of his 
people, only to increafe my mifery. At other 
times I thought the dactrine of election might be 
true, and that I was left out of the covenant of re- 
demption ; and in aay view of my cafe, I confef— 
fed eternal condemnation juftly due to my rebel- 
lion, and ingratitude. In this ftate of mind, I 
heard preaching that greatly encouraged me to 
hope for mercy: But I tho’t no heart was fo bad 
as mine ; the leaft divine favor feemed too good for 
meto receive, and though I| faw it would be as 
juftin cop to punifh me eternally as if I had been 
a Devil, a hope arofe, from the difcovery I had of 
the fulnefs in curist, that his bloed and righ- 
teoufnefs might be applied to me, Seeing now 
that cop could be juftin gutiiying and faving 
me, I prayed without ceafing, and tho’ I much 
expected to perifh, Diwas determined if I did, it 
fhould be at the footftool of fovereign grace. 


At times I had fuch clear views of the plan 
of falvation, and the happinefs of cop’s people, 
that I was like Mofes who viewed the beautiful 
hills, vallies, and rivers of the earthly Canaan, 
without permiffion to enter it. : 


Here I had fome of the fharpeft convictions 
Tever felc; I faw that I had forfeited, and was in 
all probability, eternally to lofe, the moft glorious 
inheritance. ‘On the one hand I envied the hap- 
pinefs of thofe blefled fouls who were admitted 
into the favor of Gop, through fuch a wonderful 
contrivance of infinite wifdom—and on the other; 
had fuch a deep, and awful fenfe of my innate de- 


pravity, and dreadful load of complicated guilr, . ~ 


as filled me with termenting fears of deferved, 
and eternal punifhment, J faw clearly the fuita- 
| | . blenefs 
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blenefs.of cop,in CHRIST, as a portion;for-an im. 
mortal foul, and,.at times, hope founded on the 
merits of curist, accompanied an intenfe delfire 
to obtain this felicity, 


My foul was alternately toffed, by hope and 
defpair, like Paul’s fhip amid the. two feas, or 
when expofed to the rage.of Euroclydon. _Ire- 
quently my. defpair feemed to be finking.me to the 
bottom of the infernal deep, and quickly after, my 
hopes, from a difcavery of the glorious . plan of 
falvation by grace, would waft me, as it were, to 
heaven. 

So fully, at length, was the method of falva- 
tion fhewn tome, fuch.a divine beauty did I be- 
hold init, that I thought the moft OR a? fin- 
ners would fall in love with it, if they could but 
: fee it; and, at times I had fuch defires that fouls 
fhould be faved, whatever might..beconic of me, 
that I had thoughts of trying to fhew the glorious 
' way that infinite wifdom ‘had devifed for their 
falvation. But the fears I had of finking to hell, 
in full view of heaven, were like vultures Preying 
en my heart-ftrings. 


One day, as I was mufing, the words, “* Unie 
you who believe uz 1s precious,’’ pafled through 
my mind, with fome power. Then the queftion, 
“ What must pass on the mind of a sinner before 
CHRIST can be precious to him ??’ feemed to. be 
fuggefted to me. I anfwered, he muft {ee him- 
felf loft. Immediately the queftion, « Have you 
feen yourfelf loft? arofe in my mind. Ovyes! 
anfwered I, and felt it too. ‘‘ Is cuRris? precious 
to you >> feemed next to be afked me... To this, 
IT an{wered, Iam afraid he isnot. Then, as plain. 
ly as if it had been fpoken, “‘ Would you fell jrsus 


for thirty pieces of filver ?’’ was propofed to me. 
No ! 
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No! faid I, not for the world. Gon forbid that 
1 fhould fell fo kind and benificient a savror.— 
Oh no! if { fhould be eternally damned, I will 
never fell fo precious a sAvror. ‘* Then,’’ it 
was forcibly fuggefted, ‘‘curist is more pre- 
cious to you than he was to Judas.’’ Instantly, 
upon this, I had fucha view of the precioufnefs of 
cuRist, that I thought there was none equal to 
him on earth, nor in heaven; 4nd the glorious 
plan of redemption, by him, appeared to be ex- 
acily adapted to my state, ‘* The son of man came 
to seek and to save that which’ was lost,’’ rolled 
through my my mind with confiderable weight, 
and I faw myfelf plainly in this character, and 
that CHRIST came into the world for my falvation] 
Then the words, ‘‘ Unto you, therefore, who be- 
lieve be is precions,’’ returned to me with power, 
and I faw jesus curist, by faith, as altogether 
and infinitely lovely ; and perceiving that I did 
believe, found that I had already what I was 
feeking with fuch ardent folicitude ! 


I faw that the righteoufnefs of Gop, my sa- 
vror, thatis ‘unto, and upon all them that be- 
lieve,’? was mine, and a peace flowed into my foul 
thar I never felt before. Here my burden feem- 
ed to be entirely removed, and I felt exceeding 
happy for a while; but was afterwards ftrongly 
tempted for the fpace of three wecks, to con- 
clude that I had worked up this joy by arguments 
in my own mind, and that the whole of my com- 
fortable experience was delufion. On this ground 
I had fome hard conflicts; but one night when I 
was endeavoring, as my cuftom was, to perform 


family-worfhip, the orp appeared, I truft, ina , 


moft clearand gracious manner for my deliver. 
ance, 
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[took Watts’s hymns, and opened:at that 
which begins with, si 


Plunged in a gulph of dark despair, 
We wretched sinners lay ; 


Witbou. one cheerful beam of hope, 
Or spark of glimmering day. 


With pilying eyes the prince of grace 
Bebeld our helpless grief, 

He saw, and O! amazing love, 
He ran to our relief ! 


As I was reading the firft verfe of this hymn, 
I faw by that faith which realizes, and evidences 
things not otherwife feen, the race of Adam, ly- 
ing ina gulph of defpair, as hopelefs, and as. help- 
leis, as to any thing in, or that could be done by 
themfelves, as the fallen Angels.’ At the fame 
time I had fuch a feeling fenfe of the ftate in 
which I had lain, that it ftruck me intoa tremor. 
But on reading the fecond verfe of the hymn, I 
had another view, in which it feemed as if jesus, 
“the Prince of grace,’? was looking down on 
thefe miferable loft creatures, with compafiion, and 
I then had my firft difcovery of JEnovan’s being. 
self-moved to fave loft fouls, deftitute of a claim 
on a fingle attribute of his nature. I faw that it 
was pure, and fovereign love in Gop, that caufed 
his dear son, toleave his fhining feat above, 
and come with joyful hafte, to fave thofe who 
might have been juftly left to the eternal confe- 
quences of their rebellion, though he knew he 
muft be made a facrifice for their fins, by .the 
ignominious death of. the crofs. 1. faw that 
CHRIST, by obeying the precept, and bearing the 
penalty of the divine law, triumphing over death,., 


and hell, afcending to glory, and interceding for 
his 
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his'pedplé; had reniovéd’ every obftaclé to their 
falvation. a we 


Wher Pfead the'words, aes 


“© O for this love let rocks and bills 
Their lasting silence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues,-. 
Their sAVIOR’S praises speak,’ 


I had fuch’ a view" of the love of cob, thro’ 
JESUS CHRIST, to poor finhers, that heaven and 
earth appeared to be full of it; and it was not in 
the power of sin; nor Satan, to keep mé any long-; 
er from believing that’ I’ was'an object of it. In 
fine, Ido’ not know how’! fang that hymn, my 
foul was‘fo filled with raptures of joy, from the 
mianiféeftations of divine love, From that time to. 
this, I have concluded that the Lorn ‘had cofvert- 
ed'my foul. Once, or twice; in times of témp- 
tation, I have doubted it for alittle while; but 
was foon afterwards better eftablifhed than before. 


When 1 obtained fatisfaction, as to thy own | 
ftate; and had ‘joy and peace in believing, 1 began 
to be’ferioufly concerned for others. 


The ‘great difficulties I had paffed thro’ I 
fuppofed to be peculiar to myfelf, and thought I 
could fhiow the-way of falvation fo plainly that none __ 
could help feeing, and embracing: it, who would 
liften-attentively to my difcourfe. I firft talked 
to fome of my particular friends, in¢lucing, my 
father, of whofe religion I had always entertained 
the higheft opinion, but, alas! they appeared to~. - 
be ‘utter’ deftirute ‘of the* “‘ one. thing. necdful,’? 
and I found I could do nothing for them, without 
the LorD would pleafe to open their hearts. Pras 

| ? ee 
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deed I perceived; to my awful furprife, that my 
fellow—miembers of the Church of England; : gene- 
rally, even thofe who were moft active-in reli- 
gious affairs; were fixed upon a Pharifaical plan, 
and ignorant of falvation by grace. | 


‘It appeared tome, that, with a few excep- 
tions, both niinifters and their scharges, ‘had for- 
faken the Ltorb, who is the fountain of living 
waters, for broken cifterns. 


How I proceeded, underthefe circumftances; 
to what objects my feeble efforts were directed, 
and with what fuccefs, may be the fubject of a 
future communication. : 

Your’s in the Gospel of cuRIsT; 


SILAS MERCER: 


Tue above leaves Mr. Mercer in the twenty= 
ninth year of his age. Thereis reafon to be. — 
lieve that a continuation of his interefting narra- 
tive will be forwarded to enrich fome future num- 
ber of this Repofitory: An event ‘which will be 
defired,yno doubt, by. many befides the thoufands 
who know that he became, and continued for 
about twenty years; one of the moft able, exemp- 
lary, and ufeful divines in the fouthern ftates.— 
His experience, it is hoped, will afford encourage— 
ment to fouls who may be diftreffed, on account 
of their fins, though it fhould be even fo insanity. 
Such may fee in his cafe, that a$ the feriptures of 
truth. fay, cop has his. way in the whirlwind, and 
in the ftorm, and that, however untracable his 
footfteps in the mighty waters may be, for a while, 
in the end, judgment, and righteoufnefs, goodnefs, 
and mercy will be found to have encompaffed his 
eee. . EDITOR, 
ae C A 






























































162 A Letier. 


The question, *‘ Have any ef the RULERS be. 
lieved on him ?”’ answered in the affirmative, 
by a letter dated OGober 15, 1802, from ONE, 
to ANOTHER, of the first chara&ers in the 
U.S. A. 









MY BEAK SIKy 





I attended ******* where I flattered 
myfelf with the hope of meeting yeurfelf among 
other friends. In this I was difappointed; but 
my difappointed was allayed by the agreeable in- 
telligence.of your being now preparing for the 
ministry. congratulate you on the wife choice 
you have made. It will, I doubt not, be your 
confolation in life, and your happinefs through 
eternity. I well remember at one of the lait. con- 
verfations I had with yeu, that your inclination 
leaned towards the pulpit; though, from the im- 
portant, and ufeful ftation you have fince held, I 
prefumed you had relinquifhed your former views. 


Would to cop, that I could, at onec, em- 
brace your refolution, and imitate your example f 


At this: very time, my dear friend, my mind 
is extremely exercifed on this important fubject. 
Onthe one hand, when I confider the various and 
peculiar qualifications neceffary for the facred 
ofce—the purity of heart and life—the exempla- 
sy manners—the extenfive knowledge—the pru- 
dence—the zeal—reguisite—and the late period of 
life (thirty-five) which I have already. attained—F- 
am difcouraged :—On the other, when I confider 
the aids that are promifed from above, -te fincere 

| and 
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and diligent enquiry, and exertion—the advanta.. 
ges of education I have received—the inferior at- 
tainments of many in the miniftry—who are ne- 
verthelefs very ufeful—the rapid lapfe of time— 
and theaccount I muft ere long give to my cREA- 
ToR of the use or abuse of the talents intrufted to 
me—I am half perfuaded to embark in a profef- 
fion which has always been an object of my de- 
fire—and for which I have long been endeavoring 
to fit myfelf. 


Write me, I pray you, on this fubject ; and as 
your example has had its influence, let your opin- 
ion and advice alfo have their effect. 


The ftudy of the facred fcriptures has long 
been my delight—-their evidences—biblical criti- 
cifm—fermons—and the eloquence of the pulpit 
have been my pleafure and purfuit, for years paft. 
The ftudy of the French divines, of late, has en- | 
gaged much of my time. ‘Their manner of fer- 
monizing far excels that ef the Englifh; but for 


matter, they are, in general, much _ inferi- 
or. FETEEEES 
, 


With every fincere wifh for your prefent, and 
eternal welfare, 1 remam your friend, &c. 


** eee. 


-_ 


Tue above particle of a jewel in the crown 
ef cHRIstT, may foon be united with another, x 
answer to it, and while it emboldens thofe who 
move in the higher eircles of fociety to exprefs 
their religious views, and feelings, with a manly 
 treedom, mutt fuggeft very ufcful hints, not only 
to minifters of the gofpel, and candidates for the 


facred office, but to thofe quacks, paieye: 
an 
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and other. *f unfledged {ciolifts,’? who infinuate 
that rank, talents, an literature are exclufively on 
the fide of infidelity. 


Alas! fome who de this can fcareely write 
their names, or read a paragraph in a newfpaper. . 





EXPERIENCE, AND DYING ExeRcIses OF Mrg. 
M. S. ROBERT,* 


Extrafed from a letter written by ber uncle-in~ 
law, Mr. Elias Robert, school-master, i 
Savannab. 


“a ineioe had been dick feventeen days 


previous to her departure. Jt was only during the 
Jan week of this time that I perceived alarming 


fymptoms. As my apprehenfions of her danger 
increafed, I more frequently made her vifits. On 
one of thefe I afked her concerning the ftate of 


‘her foul. She faid that fhe:feared her duty ‘to 


cop had been fo leng neglected that he would not 
pardon. her fins. I exhorted her to feek him with 
her whole heart, and affuring her that he will not 
reject thofe who approach him relying on the 
merits of curist, left her for that time. Soon 
after this fhe was obferyed to be very uneafy, and 
expreffed fears that fhe had committed the unpar- 
donable fin. The next day I queftioned ‘her 


again 
* Mrs. Robert was the daughter of Mr. William Cheney, 


‘bya fifter to the late rev. Thomas Norvis. tis. Mr. Grimbalt 


Robert whe mourns the lofs ef a wife that refle&ed honor on en- 
»lightened and exemplary parents, by a high degree of prudence, 
induftry, and natural amiablenefs of a 8 


‘ EDITOR. 
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again re{pecting her fpiritual ftate : She faid fhe 
was the greateft finner that ever lived, and expref- 
fed the moft fervent defire to obtain, if it were 
poflible, even the fmalleft token of cop’s favor. 
Il affured her that curist is able and willing to 
fave the chief of finners—that it is not the right- 
cous, but finners that he calls to repentance—that 
‘he faves to the utmoft all who come to Gop by 
him—that cop delights to honor his soy in the 
falvation of fenfibly lof&t finners—and that the very 
‘defire fhe expreffed to obtain this falvation was an 
evidence of her intereftinit, She faid, with fome 
emotion, “* O my uncle! do you think so?’ I told 
her I was fure it was the cafe, and bade her hope. 
The next vifit fhe received was from a minifter of the 
gofpel, who, omher faying that fhe had rejected the 
calls ef Gop ever fince fhe could remember, and 
could now have no hope of mercy, was much 
affected, and preached curysr toher with unufual 
diftinctnefS, and energy. Soon after this, fhe 
faid, in my prefence, ‘* More than a thousand 
prayers bave been sent up to the throne of grace for 
me, by my dear father, an heir of heaven, whose 
bairs are now blossoming for the grave. But I bave 
despised bis admonitions, rejecied many ealls, pur- 
sued a course of sin, and never did any thing for 
, GOD tn all my life. My dear brothers and sisters, 

younger than I, have obtained the favor of cov, 
and are bound to glory; but J am going to bell as 
Fast as time can move.’ t 


Here I interrupted her, and faid, O my dear 
niece, 60D forbid that you fhould goto that dread- 
ful place! He is gracious and has provided an 
Almighty Savior for thofe who, in themfelves are 

loft, 


_+ The news of feveral hopeful converfions in Mr. Cheney’s 
family had. juit before arrived, and was the only intelligence-Mr, & 


Mrs, Robert had received from him fortwoyears. EDITOR, 
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loft, and undone. Only believe, and I am fure he 
will fave you for his mercy’s fake. This feemed, 
in fome degree to compofe her ; and fhe faid, very 
earneitly, ** O uncle! uncle! do youthink be will 
save me?’? lLanfwered, I am fure he will, for he 
faves all who renounce felf-dependence, as you do, 
and are willing to be faved by grace. She then, 
with the greateft fervor that ever I witneffed, 
clafped her hands together, and addreffed her 
CREATOR in the following manner :—‘* O Gop 
have mercy ou me, an unworthy creature, for thy 
dear son jesus CHRIsT’s sake! O blessed, and 
precious yesus! thou friend of mankind, draw near, 
and have mercy on me!’* At the clofe of this 
moft folemn petition I audibly faid, amen. 


By this time her diffolution was evidently at 
hand, and the exercifes of her mind became more 
and more devout, and intenfe. She defired me to 
repeat what [had faid refpecting cuaist’s ability 
and willingnefs to fave the chief of finners ; and 
liftened attentively while I recited what had been 
faid on thefe fubjects, and exhorted her to ven- 
ture confidently on her savior, She feemed te 
exprefs aftonifhment at being affured that fhe had 
the warrant of e¢op todo this, and doing it could 
not be rejected, 


A few hours before her change, prayer was 


.made, at her requeft, by a pious friend, and about 


this time fhe began to difcover a gleam of hope. 
After appearing to be particularly engaged with 
cop, fhe difcovered adefire to communicate her 
views ; but, compofing herfelf, fhe had, for a few 
minutes, appeared to reft comfortably in fleep, 
when fhe awoke with the moft evident marks of 
peaee and joy! The change, the manifeftation 
ef cop’s leve, through a rspzemeR, te her foul, 

made . 
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made in her appearance, and expreffions, itis im. 

ffibie for me to deferibe. Her vifage was mel- 
ancholy and pale, her eyes dim, her hearing dull, 
and her feeble accents interrupted by fighs; but 
her fight, Hearing, and {peech were aftonifhingly 
reftored, and a vifible ruddinefs, and virginal 
beauty rofe inher countenance! With a heavenly 
fmile, fhe raifed her hands, and beautifully. fpark« 
ling eyes in an evident tranfport of. wonder, love, 
and praife! In this pofition with a diftinét, and 
fteady voice, fhe exclaimed, ‘‘ Blessed be Gop, be 
bas done great things for my soul! O the wonder- 
ful love of curist! I see all things new! All 
things ave new to me! All things are new to me!” 


She then turned her attention, and addreficd 
herfelf to the aftonifhed fpectators, and taking 
them by their hands, in fucceffion, gave them, 
refpectively, the ftrongeft demonftrations of a fer 
vent chriftian love. ) 


She faid to my wife, “ Auxt, my dear aunt 
Robert, bow is it that for years, many years, Gow 
bas been speaking 10 men, but never spoke to me 
befere 1’? On her aunt’s obferving that if lie never 
did before, fhe hoped he did at that time, fhe re- 
plyed, with great ermphafis—yes: yes. Her 
hufband afked her if fhe felt any pain. ‘* Pain!’’ 
faid fhe, *‘ no: I feel no pain ;’’ called on him 
to rejoice, and earneftly entreated him to feek and 
ferve the torp. She called her fon William* 
too, and affectionately addreffed to him fimilar 
exhortations. 


Thus, in the full poffeffion of her rational 


powers, with peace and joy reigning in her foul, 
' in 


* The olde& of her fix fine thildren—«all the ever had. 





























16¢ Address to thé Friends of Riligisn. 


ina few minutes after thefé effufions of gratitude, 
and holy affection, without a ftruggle or a groan 
fhe {weetly fell afléep in yesus,§ on the 2d day of 
November, 1802, in the 3ift year of her age. 


§ Amofig thofe prefent on this occafion, ate Mr. Jofeph 
Davis, Mr. William H.: Mathers, and Mrs. Mary Jones—all of 
Savannah. brat, 





ADDRESS, 


To the \Friends of Religion, on. Civil Government, 
continued from the 102d page. 





¥, \ \ HEN. other things .are: equal, 
the aged ate more honorable than the young, the 
mafter than the fervant, the induftrious than the 
indolent, the giver than the receiver, the liberal 
than the churl, the learned than the illiterate, and 
the pious than the profane: But the. fallacious 
orators. of this “‘ Age of Reason,’’? among other 
effential diftinctions, haye artfully blended natu— 
ral and acquired rights,. and ftimulated the, very 
refufe of fociety to rife up, under the influence of 
an, imaginary equality, and treat their fuperiors 
with the moft brutal infolence and. barbarity. . 


Pretended patriots are ftrenuou fly infifting 


that all men are equally entitled to a voice in the 


expreffion of the public will ; though it is evident, 
that where inequalities exift as to acquired rights, 
they fhould’ be refpected in all. focial compacts. 
Conftitutions are radically defective, and to a. de- 
gree fubverfive of their exiftence, “which do not 
provide for the fecurity of every man’s legal pof- 
feffions. Hence in apportioning the number of 

reprefentatives 
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reprefentatives, from thé different ftates, in Con 
grefs, refpect. was had to wealth, a8 well as popn- 
tation. Without a juft regard to both; in repre-: 
fentatien, the poor are liable to oppreffion, or pro- 
perty is infecure. . Voters.too, as with us, fhould 
every where, and always, have pécuniary qualifi= 
cations: : 


_ As to a form of government; cod. had left 
then to the exercife of their own reafon, regulated 
by a natural defiie of happinefs, to enter intg fuch 
compacts, and to form fitch regulations, 4 are 
moft agreeable to their tempers and their circum- 
ftances: But he has made it our duty to view him 
as the fountain. of all fubordihate authority; 
whether it be conferred in judgment or in mefcy. 
His own words are; ‘‘ By me kings reign; and 
princes decree juftice. Protfotion cometh neither 
from the eaft, nor from the weft; Gop is the 
judge; he putteth down one;, and fetteth up 
another.’® Daniel faid to .Belfhazzar; ‘* The 
moft high Gop gavé. Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom.’’ Paul affures us that all civil power is 
from Gop: and Cyrus;,a Perfian monarch, though 
a heathen; acknowledged that the orp Gop of 
_ heaven gave him the kingdoms comprehended in 
his vaft dominion: Accordingly; fubjection to 
the conftituted authorities was enforced by the 
Apottles, though, at the fame time, Nero, a mon- 
fter of wickednefs, difgraced-the.impetial throne. 
However deeply legiflators, and magiftrates, are 
ftained with crimes; it fhould nor deftroy our ref » 
pect for the ftations which they fill, nor for the 
whelefome laws that they frame and execute.— 
Sheuld any thing, however, be required at our 
hands, by the higheft human authority, inconfif- 
tent with the holy fcriptures, ‘‘ Whether it be 
right te ebey GOD or sy judge ye.’? » 


The 
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The Apostles, and Daniel, Shadrack, Me= 


- fheck and Abednego, difobeyed the wicked man- 


dates of civil rulers, and had their pious courage 
honored with decifive marks of divine approbation: 
But if the laws of our country do not oppofe the 
will of cop, nor fubvert our effential rights, we 


* muft be fubject, or forfeit a good confcience. 


Jn’ the -conftirution of a free people; provi~ 
fion is made for legally rectifying all errors, and 
abufes, whether in law or adminiftration: This is 
highly proper; but as the laws of a country cam 
never accord, in all refpects, with ftrict juftice, 
in their application ta every individual, the gen- 
erous fpirit ot chriftianity will enable us to 
bear many inconveniences, rather thaa difturb 
the public peace. That men when they * feel 
power,” frequently “ forget right,”’ is, indeed 
too obvious; and if governments become griev- 
oufly oppreffive, to effect a reform, or even a reve- 
lution may be a defirable and important object ; 
but it fhould always be done, if possible, by con- 
ftitutional, and moderate means. We fhould dif- 
fufe light, encourage free enquiry, petition, and 
refpectfully, but firmly remonftrate, to maintain 
endangered, or. recover Jost rights: And fhould 
the {word of tyranny be unfheathed to enforce 
{ubmiflion to inequitous meafures, the only, and 
therefore lawful-alternative, is, to oppofe force to 


Jorce, Though the infpired penmen obferve a 


delicacy worthy of our imitation, on what con- 
cerns the right of self-defence, it is evident that 
their writings afford no juftification of the explo- 
ded doGtrine of won-resistance. ‘It is a fact that 
none will deny, thar they encouraged the fupport 
of sivil government, and every one muft know the 
impoffibility of maintaining this divine ordinance 
without an ¢fichtial change in the ftate of morals, 
: or 
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or military force: Therefore, until we find by ex- 
perience ‘bat change to be effected, this force mutt 
- continue in operation. Befides, whatever i is redu— 
cible to.an absurdity, muft be indefenfible; and 
according to the principle which is here oppofed, 
a man to whom Gop has given the greateft 
ftrength, courage, and activity, mutt fuffer himfelf 
to be infulted, maimed, or even murdered, on the 
road, or in the {treet, by the moft contemptible 
poltron, without making the flightef{t oppofizion ! « 


Again: Can any man, in his proper fenfes, 
believe it is our duty, as chriftians, to fuffer a 
horde of favages, or other banditti, to ravage our 
country, burn our houfes, maffacre our families, 
and carry us into captivity, with all the. means of 
effectual refiftance in our hands? I prefume it is 
eegemher: 


Though we fhould not accept. challenges, ac- 
cording tothe rediculous laws of false bonor, nor 
avenge ourselves, which is to inflict punifhment 
merely by way of retaliation for injuries fuftained, 
we are éound by the laws of mature, and, as we 
have feen, by the word of Gop, to ftand in our 
own defence : And the graveft characters, who are 
not prepared to refign themfelves, and their pof~ 
terity, to all the horrors of flavery, thould feriouf- 
ly confider, that, in the prefent fase of things, the 
largeft portion of peace is experienced in a flate of 
the moft complete preparation for war. We | 
fhould give no juft occafion for offence, to Jew, 
Gentile, mor the Church of curist; but if, 
though inoffenfive, jutt, generous, and humane, we 
fhould be invaded by an avaricious, or malignant 
foe, deaf to pacific remonftrance, and determined 
on our fubjugation, be should be taught, in THUN~ 


PER, what the enlightened favorites of divine 
Providence, 
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srovidence, unitedly acting from principle, are 
Capable of atchieving, i in a juft and glorious caufe : 
And such, equally remote from defpotifm, and 
licentioufnels, is the cause of liberty—it is ; the Cause 
of GOD. 
Would you fee liberty’s abhorred oppofite, in 
its moft grifly form, take a voyage to Britifh de- 
pendencies in the Weft-Indies. In any of thofe 
dreary abodes of fin and mifery, you may "behold 4 
man, perfectly innocent, with refpect to his con- 
duct towards faciety, who has: no legal right to 
make a profeflion of religion, go to. church, keep 
a pie» or perferm any external act of. religious 
worfhip, in his ruthful hut! He is confined, by 
allowance, to a mean, and fcanty. diet, and delica- 
cy forbids a de{cription of his drefs. If ordered 
ye his lordly tyrant, to stea/, difobedieyce may be 
punifhed with any degree of feverity confiftent 
with the fafety of his like, and himbs; and yet 
eruel yeh fhould he obey, he is liable to be 
feverely punifhed, as a thief, by the laws of the 
land! After all that the immortal Wilberforce 
has faid, and done, no parliamentary ftatute gives 
the wretched Weft-Indian a claim to cohabita- 
tion with his wife, nor to his children’s obedience ! 
He may be a witnefs to the violations of chattity, 
in cafes the moft interefting to his feelings, as a 
hufband and a parent, without the pollibility ok 
eps redrefs! 


In a eaufe of the greateft importance te 

his happinefs, his mafter may be a party, a 
witnefs, and the judge, whofe w#// is-daw, and 
whole sentence is definitive! The wife, or the daugh- 
ter, of this much injured perfen, in the moft deli- 
caie condition, may be cruelly lafhed, or even 
murdered, before his eyes, and in the nares of 
2 j 
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fifty of their equals, with impunity! * Their 
teftimonies, as evidence, are inadmiffible. His 
owner may extort all he can perform, or earn, load 
him, at difcretion, with “ponderous chains, yea, 
pag, and bell him asa beaft of the foreft | I 
might add, from the moft credible ceftimony, if 
it were poflible for an Amexican to believe it, that 
this unfortunate victim of British avarice, and 
barbarity, has wreathed under the application of 
a glowing brand, and been deprived of every vef- 
tage of the mafculine character!!! Afterall, if 
you are able to fuftain the fight, yiew him limp- 
ing, late, and folitary, to his cheerlefs lodgings, 
from which the doleful conk-will fummon him 
Jong ere morning-light, and after bemoaning the 
difmal inheritance he muft tranfmit to his off- 


{pring, liften to his foliloquy, as it ies hims 
{elf :— 


** No genile band when life is in 7 heat 

To soothe my pain, and charm my cares away.s 
But, helpless left io quit the horrid stage, 
flarras sed in youth, and desolate in age.’’ 


From this fhocking {cene, brethren, I glad— 
ly inyite your attention, to. its exhilarating con- 
traft, in our own happy country. Poffefling as we 
do in a very high degree, both civiland religious 
liberty, we fhould be criminally deficient.in our 
civil duties, if found unthankful for our many, and 
diftinguithed privileges, for want of due attention 


to 


* The writer, by no means, would be underflood as cenfur- 
ing the Britith Parliament, for this part of their policy ; on the 
contrary, he readily adinits, that, in many cafes, it would be un- 
iafe, and highly improper, to admit the. teftimonies of thefe degra- 
ded people: His obje4# is, to aroufe the attention of his fellow- 
citizens to the preiervation of their liberty, by exhibiting in a 
{trong light, the difadvantages, and the horrors, to which the lofs 
of it would ultimately iubject themfelves, and their pofterity. 
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tq their comparative value and importance.-~ 
Thofe who have rgad, with attention, the hiftory 
of paft ages, know with what extreme difficulty 
good, or even tolerable governments are formed, 
and how eafily their moft valuable bleflings are 


doft. Few of the human, race have enjoyed the 


ineftimable blefling of freedom. After all the re- 
iterated difcuffions of political ‘fubjects, and the 
rivers ef blood which have been fhed in eftablith- 
ing governments, millions groan under the galling 
yoke of bondage.  Deftitute of the judicious dif- 
tribution of legiflative, judieial, and executive 
powers, among diftinct and independent depart. 
ments, which diftinguifhes our reprefentative re- 
public, and will, we truft, with the well directed 
efforts of good men, render it permanently free, 
they ignebly cringe to a pampered defpot, who, 
uniting in himfelf every important office, rules 
them with unrestrained and relentless rigor.— 
But favored as we have been, and happy as we {ftill 
are, in our national capacity, we know not what 
difaftrous events may await us. It is our lot te 
live in an age uncommonly agitated by the ardor 
of enterprize, the boldnefs of difcuffion, and the 
moft furprifing revolutions. Plans long formed, 
and principles longer in operation, inimical to re~ 


ligion, and government, have deluged fome of the 


faireft portions of the old world with blood, and 
imperioufly forbid that we fhould be indifferent 
fpectators of thefe tremendous fcenes. Bonaparte 
has thrown off his republican cloak, ufurped the 
purple, and.chained France to his throne. Tom 
Paine, the infamous apoftate from the principles 
of ** Common Sense,’? and author of the deteflable 
‘© Age of Reason,’’ has arrived at the feat of go- 
-vernment, and unfurled the banners of infidelity 
under patronage too refpectable to be treated with 


‘contemptuous filence.—['ro BE CONTINUED. | 


ASTONISHING 
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- ASTONISHING FACTS, 


Communicated by the rev. Mr. Cunningham, @ res 
pectable Presbyterian minister, of Greene County, 
in a letier, dated November 30, Y802, te 


Tre EDITOR. 


REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


I have lately been an ‘eye witnefs t@ 
fome aftonifhing fcenes of a religious nature. -At 
one of the Camp=Meetings, I faw a man, for the 
firft time, urider what are, very properly, denomi— 
nated extraordinary: exercifes. ‘He exhibited no 
figns of life, but fuch as appeared to be effentially 
connected with the act of refpiration. After 
ftanding, fome time, viewing him, in fifent admi- 
ration, I retired, weatied with conjectures, and 
fruitlefs. attempts to explain the phenomenon on 
natural principles. From this time to the clofe of 
the meeting, I had repeated opportunities of at- 
tending, particularly, toa number of other per- 
fons; in afimilar fituation. To defcribe to you, 
the fymptoms attending thefe exercifes, in their 
firft, and progreflive appearances, would be fuper- 
fluous, from thé various channels of correct infor~ 
matien which you poffefs. 


On the Sabbath Evening of this meeting, a 
{cene opened, new, awful, and deeply interefting 
to the thoufands who ftood together at the altar of 
Gop. Two ftands were, of neceflity, occupied, 
from the vaftnefs of the concourfe.’ During the 
evening fervice, a rain came. up, which gradually 
increafed, until it became exceedingly heavy.— 


The preachers at one of the ftands difmifled their 
hearers ; 
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hearers ; but inftead of going into their tents, 4g 
was expected, they repaired to the other, where the 
minifters were deliberating on what fhould bé 
done under fuch fingular circumftances. In this 
interim of deliberation, no perfon left his place, 
while the countenances of all, and the voices of 
many, declared. thé ardor of their defire to keep 
their ftation. The difmiffed auditory were now 
arriving, in large companies; followed by their 
preachers. When thefe two great affembliés 
united, the exercifes of devotion were refumed, 
and it pleafed cop. to reftrain the fhower from 
the vifible heavens, and pour forth the infinitely 
more powerful fhowers of his grace. ‘The people 
ftood with their faces towards the preachers ; but 
with eyes elevated to heaven, and countenances 
apparently fixed to a point, deeply exprefflive of 
hearts laboring in dubious anxiety for the revela- 
tion of that judge, from whofe lips they expected 
a decifive fentence. Even the minifters of the 
fanctuary, like Mofes in the view of Gop’s pre- 
fence, and power, exceedingly feared, and quaked. 
The numbers of the flain were now great; and they 
continued to fall, for a confiderable time, five, and 
six in a place ! ‘All parts of public exercife: now 
ceafed, a folemn filence enfued; no man was 
heard to fpeak above his breath, thofe excepted 
who were cither pierced with the arrows of the 
Almighty, or feeling the joys of pardoned fin.— 
Their voices were low, and in a folemn tone. 


O my dear brother, how incompetent is my 
pen to a full defcription of this fcene ! 


SIMILAR tothis has the work of the Ltorp 
been, in feveral places where I have fince attend- 
ed. People of all denominations have been the 


fubjects of this uncommon awakening. Many 
from 
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from the black quarry ef.nature have been aroufed 
as thofe alive from the dead; and fome daring 
rebels have grounded their arms; and siahded 
themfelves unto Gop. 


_ At fome of thefe meetings, it is true, there 
areunpleafant appearances ; human paffions gain- 
b= = ;* % : P : . ia sg. .. 
ilig an afCendency over reafon, and religion, difs 
order and confufion are the confequences. 


: That GOD may blefs you, in yeur perfon, fam« 
ily; and labors is the prayer if your’s, &c. 


ROBERT M. CUNNINGHAM; 
Rev; Henry Hotcomse. 
' ” - ‘ . 
A SKETCH, 


Gf the Waptist Church in Savamiab. 


In the year of our Lorp, 1794, Mefirs: Jonathan 
Clark, George Moffe, Thomas Polhill, and Da- 
vid Adams, s.c. propofed the erection of a houfe of 
worfhip, for the Baptifts, in this city. Suwccefs, 
however, was fo very problematical, that their moft 
enlightened friends were with fome difficulty 
brought to confider it as an object ofhope. The 
Epifcopal and Prefbyterian denominations were in 
poffeffion of commodious churches, the general 
interefts of religion in a languifhing ftate, and the 
Bapgifts, not exceeding eight or ten’ in number, 
were, with but one, or two exceptions, low in out- 
ward circumftances. 


In this fituation of affairs, the rev. Mr. Rees, 
an 
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arable Baptift Minifter from Wales, vifited Sa~ 
vannah, and encouraged the defign in contempla- 
tion, with much Zeal, and addrefs. <A plan for 
building another place of worfhip here, was then 
committed to paper; and foon afterwards, with a 
little alteration, recommended by the rev. Mr. 
now Doctor Furman, of Charlefton, it was 
adopted. 


Accordingly, in the year ’9s5, a Baptift 
Church, or houfe of-worfhip, fifty by fixty feet, 
with galleries, anda fteeple, was erected by the 
fubfcriptions of feveral denominatiens of good 
men, under the fuperintendance of 


Meffrs. Epenezer Hits, ‘7 
jJoun MI ten, 
Tuomas Porni.Lt, | 
Joun Hanmi ron, PTrustees. 
Tuomas Harrison, f 

and 
joun H. Rosgerps, as j 








Thefe gentlemen not only fubfcribed largely, 
but, as many of them as were able, made liberal 
‘advances ; and they were all indefatigable in this 
‘arduous bufinefs. | 


‘Merely enclofed, the houfe ftood in the year 
96, when, as the Baptifts had no minifter to oc- 
cupy it, they rented it to the Prefbyterians, who 
‘had recently loft their church by fire. They 
gaifed a temporary pulpit, furnifhed the houfe, 
with the exception of one of the fide galleries, 
‘with pews, and occupied it three years. 


A few months before the expirataon of this 


‘term, in ’99, the editor, who then refided@ in the 
town 
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town of Beaufort, S. Carolina, and was Paftor of the 
Euhaw Church, received, and accepted a call from 
the pew-holders in this building, to impart.to 
them the gofpel. The reception he met with. was 
highly refpectful, and his annual falary generoufly 
made two thoufand dollars. His congregation 
was large, and refpectable, and the interefts of re~ 
ligion, among the different fects, appeared to re. 
vive, by the blefling of cop, on the word of his 


grace. 


Early. in 1800, the Baptifts, conceiving ’ that 
divine Providence called to the conftitution of a 
church of their order, in the city, entered into a 
written agreement to apply for the difmiffions, and 
helps, requifite for this purpofe. The inftrument 
referred to was figned by 


Hl. Holcombe, | Elias Robert, 
F. Holcomée, Mary Robert, 
George Mosse, Rachel Hamilton, 


Phebe Mosse, i. Esther M‘Kinzie, 
Foseph Hawthern, ! Elizabeth Stoney, ana 
Mary Hawthorn, Martha Stephens. 


The Charleften, Black-Swamp, and Sandy 
Hill Churches, furnifhed; each twe, of :thefe 
members; and the other fix were difmiffed from 
the Evuhaw Church. Prior to-their conftitution, 
they received into their fellowfhip,, Mrs. Mary 
Jones, the venerable relict of ‘the late Lieutenant— 
Governor Jones, and Mrs. Eanice Hogg, of this 
city; the former:of whom, was baptized;by the 
editor on the 11th of September, 1800, -and was 
probably the firft white perfon, baptized, by im- 
merfion, in this city, | Satisfied with each ether, 
as to their ftates.and characters, they obtained the 


affiftance of the rev..Mefirs. Alexander eft “ae 
‘ ohn 
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John Goldwire, to conftitute them a Church of 
yksus curist, onthe 26th of November, 1800. 
Mr. Goldwire preached a fermon, fuited to the 
occafion, from the words, * Y¢ are Gon’s Suil- 
ding ;°’ the candidates figtied a written covenant ; 
Mr, Scott made the furrendering prayer, and then 
addrefféd ‘to thé new-born ‘Society, 4 charge and 
exhortation, equally pertinent, folemn, and pathe- 
tie, to walk worthy ‘of the rank to which they 
were exalted, among the thoufands of Ifrael, ag 


the 
' BAPTIST CHURCH IN SAVANNAH. 


The duties, and privileges of the day clofed 
with the adminiftration of the Lorp’s fupper. 


On the third Souiday’i in the following April, 
this folmn rite was repeated, to twenty communi- 
cants ; and its returns fixed on the. third’ Sabbaths 
in April, July, October and January. 


Auguft i, 1802, the Prefbyterians having 
withdrawn, a while before, to their new, and fpa- 
clous church, their “hg os brethren adopted the 


following refolves : — 


I, Refolved, Fhat the thanks of ‘this church 
are due to the pew-holders, of other denomina- 
tions, “forthe liberal encouragement and fupport, 
they have fo ‘cheerfully afforded to a minifter, of 
our "order for the laft two years. 


If. Refelved, That the pew—holders, as fuch, 
in our houfe ot worthip, are entitled to the’private, 
as well as public labors of our minifter, and that 
their advice will be thankfully received, and their 
convenierce, and fatisfactien carefully ‘fludied, in 


all our congregational affairs, © 


Soon 
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Soon after the adoption of thefe, and fome 
ather refolves, by which the income from ‘the 
Church’s temporalities, was made their prefent 
ininifter’s falary, their ineftimable friend, the late 
Robert Bolton, Efg. obtained for them the: val- 
uable lot adjoining that on ‘which their building 
ftands ; and thefe two lots compofe the handfome 
fquare, which, as the city-donation, they now 
ewn, in fee-fimple, E : 


The next ftep taken by this infant Society, 
was uniting in the requelt that follows, for legal 
jncorporation : —- 


SiR, 


Fue Baptift Church ia Savannah, learn- 
ing that the Governor of this ftate, for. the time 
being, is empowered by the Legiflature, to grant 
charters of incorporation, take this method of ref- 
pectfully foliciting your Excellency to grant them 
the cuflomary incorporating charter, by nomina- 
ting and appointing George Moffe, john Rofe, 
and William H, Mathers, under the name and 
fiyle of the Deacons of the Baptift Church in Sa- 
ma and their faccollieeas: in office, a body 
politic, to hold, and defend the property which this 
Church now have, or may. hereafter acquire, or 
receive, and appropriate it to their proper ufe, 
agreeably to the refolves which they have adopted, 
or which they, or a majority of them, or their 
fucceffors, asa Church, may enter IDLO y: and adopt 
from time to time. 

By way of pofcript to the above, = Church 
faid, Your Excellency will pleafe to obferve, that 
we do not admit Baprifts, and Anabaptifts, to be 
fynonymous ; the latter, we difclaim, the former, 
is our denomination, ' 

r 











; 
q 
j 


5 


——————————— =o CC :—“C—;S;SSS:C:;C;~;3C —_ 


er 




















— 


ee ee ee, on 
——me 7 » 

ss 

ee ee 


ee ee 
oe 


—— 
7 ~ . 
— 
oe oe — ot ~ . 


=~ *. = 
s " 
—— a —_ — _—~ _ a 
: a a a > 4 a ae i 
—— ap fe - “ = o> — - 
a bat =< > 1 
- = Smosh fp kcaY = = - 
“ _ ee SO ae tie = a 3 
—— i ae a a - ™ —&- = —+~ 
= il : —_— — 
> ——e OE Re ‘ es 
; — hemyae —_ 
I eA - a = 
os . = Ss —s — 
> > ~- aioe - a 
\ 
7 
2 


~~ 


~~ 
-~ 


ee 


~~, 


we 
~ 
4 


- 





482 A Sketch of the Baptist Church in Savannah, 


In the anfwer with which this was honored, 
GevernorTa/ina//, was pleafed to fay, ** I herewith, 
Gentlemen, fend you the charter of incorporation 
requefted in your letter, and which appears to me 
to be fully, and correctly expreffed, and is very. 
handfomely executed, at my requeft, by Fobn M. 
Berrien, Efg. who has liberally declined accept- 
ing any compenfation.’’ 

Under thefe circumftances, on the 25th of 
January, 1802, this Church prefented a written 
call to the paftoral office, to the editor, who, on 
the 24th of the enfuing March, returned the fgl- 
lowing anfwer :— 


e* 


Beloved Brethren 


Havine duly confidered your folemn 
call, tothe office of your paftor, and believing ic 
to be in uniion with that of divine Providence, I 
accept it, though aware that no act of my life ever 
engaged mein a feries of duties to which my feeble 
abilities were more inadequate, or that attached te 
jt higher refponfibility. 


If my labors have been, in any degree, pro- 
fitable to, and among yeu, ir is to be afcribed, un- 
der cop, principally, to the liberality, the harmos 
ny, and the docility of my hearers, 


To the generous folicitude you manifeft, to 
eontinue.my freedom from worldly cares, I will 
add, through divine aid, my fincere, and unre- 
mitted, however humble endeavors, to inftrumen« 
tally promote your beft, your eternal interefts. 


‘With undiflembled affeGtion, in a relation 
which it is probable nething but death will diffolve, 
J am yours, &c. . 7 

Seen 
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Soon after this tranfaction, out of the funds 
which were generoufly made the editor’s, as paftor 
of the church, he had the pleafure to expend twelve 
- hundred dollars, in cafh, towards finifhing the in- 
fide of their houfe, while Meffieurs Robert and 
John Bolton, with other merchants in this ‘city, 
were liberally providing paint and oil for the out— 
fide, at the expence of near five hundred dollars 
more. Previoasly, the church had been furnifh— 
ed with a bell, clock, bible, and bapriftery, with 
convenient appendages; and since, liberal friends 
have fupplied it with filver furniture for the 
LORD’s table, lamps, and elegant chandeliers. 


On the 28th of March, 1302, the church 
taking into confideration the neceffity of a perma- 


tient plan for the relief of the poor, 


1. Refolved, That the members of this 
church, for the time being, conftitute a ftanding 
committee for the relief of indigent, and dif- 
trefled perfons. | 


II. Refolved, That not lefs than two thirds 
ef the whole fhall form a quorum to do bufinefs ; 
and that this fhall be done under the fame regula— 
tions that are adopted in tranfacting the bufinefs 


of the church. 


III. Refolved, That the Deacons who fhall affift 
in the adminiftration ef the Lorvp’s fupper, from 
time to time, and two judicious female members, 
chofen by a majority of the committee, fhall be 
agents to carry into effect the defigns of the 
inftitution. 


IV. Refolved, ‘Thaz after the celebration of 
the facred jupper, the Deacons be, and they are 
hereby 
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hereby requefted,.uniformly, to make .a public 
Colledtion for this benevolent putagic. 


V. Refolved,; That the agents fhall report 
cafes, either jointly. or feparately, for the confider= 
ation of the committee, two thirds of whom fhali 
determine on all that regards:the depofiting, 
fecuring, improving, and beftowing, the alms that 
ay come into their hands. 


VI. Refolved, finally, That the agents fhail 
keep 2 tair and regular ftatement of all gifts, dona= 
tions, and expenditures, fubject, at any time; te 
the committee’s in{pection. 


A plan of the above form; appeared to the 
church the more neceflary, as ‘there is NO POOR- 
House in this city, nor any other effectual means 
of relieving helplefs fufferers, who are’ ready to 
perith inthe ftreets. Indeed, a man, with all the 
marks of the deepett poverty, and diftrefs about 
him, lately died, alone, in one of the public mar- 
kets ! Individuals, who have been unocéupied in 
providing, and enlarging tke sphere of diverfions 
for the community, have done much for their 
perifling fellow-men ; but, notwithftanding, much 
remains 40 be done. Under thefe circumftances, 
this church have beheld, with deep concern, a 
number of their fellew-citizens, by permiffion ‘of 
the honorable corporation, lavifhly beftowing four 
or five thoufand dollars, a year, on ftrolling stage- 
players! The hope is, however, cherifhed, saa 
the other part ef the inhabitants willbe found to 
pofiefs equal zeal and ability, in foothing the throb- 
bing anguifh of widowed breafts, and drying up 
the tears of disiressed orphans. 


Should religion continue to progrefs, and 
flourifh, 
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flourifh; here, only as it has done for the laft fix 
months, there can be no doubt but proper atten» 
tion will foon be, generally, paid, to the fafety, 
the morals, the religious rites, and the hithertd, 
thumefally neglected poor of the city. 


The: gofpel, now, among many, commands ref 
pectful attention; and feveral very worthy, and well- 
informed characters have lately embraced it. The 
fourteen who compofed this church, at firft, have 
increafed, with the lofs of but * one of their num~ 
ber, to fixty. Since the nineteenth of laft Septem- 
ber; twenty-fout members have been added to 
them, by baptifm, on recent experiences of grace. 
Among thefe are coriverfiens which reflect as dif- 
tingdifhed Honor on the gofpel, as any, perhaps, 
which have taken place in the nove age; and 
the genuinenefs of them all, appears, as yet, un- 
queftidnable. | | 

Divine feirvicée is performed here twice every 
Sunday ; the evening of which, for an hour, or two, 
from candle-light, is agreeably {pent in practifing 
vocal mufic, inall its parts. —The members of the 
church have a prayer meetirig every Saturday ; and 
the congregation; in general, attend Thurfday 
evening lectures, EDITOR. 


* Mr. Foseph Hawthorn. Of thofe received fince the con- 
ftitution, theyrhave loft Mrs. Rolls and Mrs. Higham. 


rg 
SKETCH, 
Of the colored Baptists in Savannab. 


owe firft ordained minifter of color 


who came among thefe people, was George Leile, 
who was liberated by Mr. Henry Sharp, of Burke 
F County, 
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County, and is now frig sate a latge Church in 
Kingfton, Jamaica. ring: the fhort time he 
was in this city he baptized Cafe, an African 
woman, the property of Mrs.. Eunice Hogg, 
Andrew, his wife, Hannah, and Hagar, belonging 
to the venerable Mr. Jonathan Bryan. The three 
former have honorably obtained. their..freedom, 
and live comfortably; in fact, Andrew's eftate is 
worth upwards of five thoufand dollars: Hagar is 
yet alive. c Sart 

By the joint, and. zealous efforts of thefe poor 
illiterate flaves, it is rationally hoped, a concern 
was awakend for. the falvation of precious fouls, 
which has. produced. many happy effects; and. of 
what extent, or continuance the falutary fruits of 
their feeble exertions may eventually be, is beyond — 
the power of calculation. 


Like a city that is fet on a hill, and cannot be 
hid, foon after they began to call'on the name of 
the Lorp jzsus, and ftir one another up to love, 
and to goed works, they attracted the attention of 
the community, and Andrew, commonly called 
Andrew Bryan, with numbers of his followers; was 
whipped, and imprifoned, as means of putting a 
ftop to their proceedings: But they found advo- 
cates, and patrons, among very refpectable, and 
influential characters, and, by we//-doing, at length 
difarmed, and filenced their bittereft: perfecutors. 


At this period, Andrew began to learn to read, 
and obtained leave ofhis worthy. mafter, to occupy 
his barn, as a plateof worfhip, at Bramton, about 
three miles from. Savannah, Here he. publicly, 
and to great numbers, endeavored to preach; and 


for two years, with very little interruption, had an 


opportunity of fhewing that ‘ Godliness is profita- 
ble unto all things.”’ 


By 
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By this time, their affairs were known, to 
naigiess individuals, at a confiderable diftance’; 
and, as deftitute of any one authorifed to adminif- 
ter facred ordinances, they were vifited by the late 

rev. Thomas Burton, who, on a credible profeffion 
of their faith, baptized eighteen of Andrew’s hear- 
ers. They exprefsed much gratitude to Mr. Burton 
for his inftruction, and other affiftance, went on 
their way rejoicing, and fhewed increafing  folici- 
tude to be ftill more pertecsty. inftructed in the 
things of Gop, 


The next vifit they had by an ordained min- 
ifter, was from the rev. Abrabam Marshall, who 
accompanied “by a young preacher of color, ‘fesse 
Peter, not. only baptized .forty.more of And-ew’s 
congregation; but, on the 2oth of January, 1788, 
conftituted ¢hema church, and. ordained dim, to 
both preach the gofpel, and adminifter its facred 
ordinances to their proper fubjects. . 


Soon after being thus fy ftematifed, on the 
gofpel plan, they were permitted to build a large 
houfe of worfhip, on the fuburbs of Savannah, and 
to ferve GOD, as ‘they pleafed, on the Lorp’s day, 
from fun to fan. In this fituation, their number, 
as a church, rapidly increafed, and all fufpicions 
of their being influenced. by unworthy motives 
have long fince given place to an eftcem, for their 
humble virtues. They have feveral gifted men 
among them, and the mother church, has enlarged 
her boundaries by the canftitution of two fable 
daughters ; one, confifting of two hundred mem- 
beet on “the 26th of December, 1802, under 
aid pret) svar of the sECOND COLORED BAP- 
TIST CHURCH IN SAVANNAH; the other, com- 

rehending #wo hundred and iifty, on the 2d of 
Saiisaty, 76 1803, called the OGECHEE COLORED BA?~ 
TIST 
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TIST cHuURCH: The former to. be fupplted by 
Henry Cunningham, who was ordained to the work 
of the miniftry on January 1ft, 1803, the /atier by 
Henry Francis. . Diminifhed by thefe conftitu- 
tions, the FIRST COLORED BAPTIST CHURCH iN 
this city, ftill under the paftoral care ofthe aged and 


pious Andrew Bryan, confifts, of but four hundred 


members. They have divine fervice three times 
every Sunday, and the rorp’s fupper quarterly. 
On each of thofe occafions for the three laft years, 
they have received by baptifm, from ten, to fixty- 


four fouls. 
| EDITOR. 
EXPERIENCE ann DAETH, 
Of Mrs. Catharine Ernst. 


THE Editor has to regret that his confined lim~ 
its have excluded a confiderable part of what 
he has had the honor to receive ref{pecting this 
pious lady; but the particulars, in her cafe, 
which appear most interefting are cemprifed in 
the following article :— 


M... ERNST, the daughter of 

Mr. John Fields, and wife ot Gorfleib Ernft, Efq. 
of Ebenezer, was diftinguifhed from a child, by 
{weetnefs of temper, decency in her perfon, love of 
retirement, and a judicious choice of companions. 
In an infantile ftate fhe loft her father, and all 
means of a comfortable fupport, by the hands 
of violence in the late war ; but was tenderly raifed 
by an affectionate mother, now the widow of the 
late Abiel Schweighoffer, Efq. in the exercife 
fob | of 




















Experience and Death of Mrs. Erast. 189 


ef every virtue that can foften the cares, or fweet- 
en the enjoyments of domeftic life. On thefe 
truly valuable, though alas! unfafhionable qualifi- 
cations, there is reafon to believe that religion ihed 
a divine luftre, in the morning of her tranfient 
day; though her modeft referve, and. delicacy 
were fuch, “that fhe feldom expreffed herfelf freely 
on religious experience, and never enjoyed the 
privileges of a vifible church. She was however, 
not without the means, or effential advantages, of 
religious inftruction. Betides the holy fcriptures, 

which were the moft delightful food of her foul, 
fhe read, with much advantage, ‘* AHen’s alarm 
to the unconverted,’’ and a little book called, 
«* Jacob’s Ladder, or the devout foul’s afcenfion to 
heaven.’’ 

Mrs. Ernft*s morals. were always more 
than irreproachable; but, nortwithftanding, fhe was 
deeply fenfible of the depravity of her nature, and of 
the criminal imperfection of her beft performances 

in the fight of an infinitely holy cop. 

The words, ‘‘ YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN,’’ were 
ftrongly impreffed on her mind, until fhe was ful- 
ly convinced of the neceflity, and, as her moft en- 
lightened acquaintance firmly believe, experienced 
the glorious, thaugh frequently {neered at reality of 
REGENERATION. For feveral. of her laft years, 
even in health, fhe had an impreflive apprehenfion 
that her time was fhort; and was perceived, by 
her fond hutband, feduloufly attentive to all her 
anxieties, to be frequent, and ardent in her devo- 
tion when fhe thought herfelf excluded from every 
human eye. In thefe exercifes, fhe appeared to 
enjoy intimate communion with GOD; and, at 
times, among her religious friends, fhe ‘difeovered 
abundant joy in the hope, and pro{pect of invifi- 
ble realities. 

Without fear of being charged with enthufi- 
afm, 
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afm, by the experienced, who are the only compe+ 
tent judges, in divine things, fhe gratefully ac= 
knowledged, and on proper occafions avowed, the 
holy sprrir’s influence on her mind, guiding her 
into truth, and training her up, in the fchool of 
afli@ion, for a bleffed immortality. © With the 
fame candor, and independence, which are the in- 
feparable concomitants of confcious rectitude, as 
the approached the confines of etherial light, the 
faid to Mr. Ernft, “1 have had a moft beautiful 
dream, which convinces me that I am nat long for 
this world.’** With this concife preface,’ though 
fhe paid as little refpect as is due to the generality 
of pa after the example, and with the pleafing 
fimplicity of a Foseph,a Flavel, or a Newson, fhe 
continued, ‘‘ I dreamed that my mother Herfon, 
father Schweighoffer, and myfelf, were in a houfe, 
which from its wonderful appearance, could not 
have been made with hands. It was bright and 
glittering like the fun, and filled with a brightnefs, 
and glory which I have no words to deferibe. I 
endeavored: to touch the walls of this glorious 
building ; but the more I {trove to do it, the fur— 
ther they feemed torecede. The houfe, I thought, 
belonged to me, and my father, and mother; and, 
from my dream, I think we fhall foon go to it.’ 
Accordingly, foon, very soon after this communi- 
cation, sbe departed this life; four weeks from 
her death, Mr. Schweighoffer died ; and in three 
months from this event, Mrs. Herson, putting off 
her mortal tabernacle, it is hoped, followed them 
to ‘‘a houfe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens,’’ 


| entre 
A-few days before Mrs. Ernft’s diffolution, 

and not many after the birth of her fecond child, 
and fon, fhe was perceived to have taken a violent 
cold, and to be dangeroufly ill. By her defire, the 
, {criptures 
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ictiptures were read to her; fhe faid to attendant 
friends, ‘* Good people pray fer me;’’ and fre= 
quently cried, with marks of great ardof, and affec 
tion, “ Sweet jesus help me!’ On obferving 
the endeavor of fome pfrefent, not only to mitigate 
her pain, but to ftrengthen her faith in fiich divine 
promifes as the character fhe fuftained was heir to, 
fhe gratefully acknowledged their kindnefs, and 
prayed that it might be rewarded: Witha benev- 
olent, and cheerful countenance, fhe faid to her 
weeping relatives, ‘* Grieve not ; we mutt part » 
but I hope it will not be forever.’’ To Mrs. 
Herson, fhe faid, ** You will soon follow me.’* 
_ Mr. Ernft obferving, that her emiinent virtues, in 
every relation, but efpecially as. a wife, muft ren- 
der her fearlefs of death, fhe replied, ‘* All that 
we can do, isnot enough to fave us. We muft be 
BORN AGAIN, or never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’’ ae 


As-Mrs. Etnft’s change approached,-and was 
evidently at hand, fhe was vifited by the rev. Mr. 
Bergman, who, after fhewing the danger of trufting 
for falvation in the baptifmal covenant, receiving 
the Lorp’s fupper, and fcripture-Knowledge, a- 
greeably to the recommendation of fome blind 
teachers, like a wife mafter-builder, entreated the 
LORD to fix her hopes, where they centered when 
fhe firft obtained renewance in the fpirit of her 
mind, on the rock of ages, jesus curist. After 
this interview with Mr. Bergman, fhe was further 
ftrengthened by her worthy ftep-farther, Mr. 
Schweighoffer ; and her mother, perceiving her 
refigned, and happy frame of mind, faid, ‘* Dear 
daughter, I am glad to fee that you are not afraid 
to die. Ihope you know in whom you have be- 
lieved.’’ The dying, yet triumphant lady an= 
{wered, *‘I hope I do; my savior, I find is a 

finner’s 
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finnier’s friend:’’ She then-briefly recited fome of 
the Lorp’s gracious dealings with her foul, in 
fhewing her the neceffity of a savior, and of that 
holinefs without which no one can fee cop, uni- 
ting her to curisT_ by faith; and placing her af- 
fections on things above. With aftonifhing for- 
titude fhe committed her babes to the care of that 


‘cop, who, fhe obferved; had fo gracioufly be- 


friended her when an orphan ; took a formal, but 
mott affectionate leave of ail her friends, and re- 
Jatives, and -cheerfully refigned herfelf into the 
hands of her faithful. crearor, on the 28th of 
November, 1801, in the 23d year of herage. Her 
laft words to her friends, were ‘* Fare ye well ;’’ 
and toher savior, ‘‘ LORD JEsUS receive my soul.’? 

Qe ‘Shr How A CHRISTIAN CAN Diz.’? 

«¢ No more, O grimdeftroyer! boaft 
Thy univerfal fway ; 


To heaven-born fouls thy fting is loft ;—4 
Thy night, the gates of day.” 


This difpenfation was improved by the rev. Mr. 
Bergman, in a funeral difcourfe on the re 
furrection of the dead. 


« NOW let us record the conduoring famé, 

Our captain and Lorp, with fhoutings proclaim ; 
Who truft in his paffion, and follow their head, 

To certain falvation fhall furely beled. 


O Jesus, lead on thy militant care, 

And give us the crown of righteoufnefs there ; 
Where dazzled with glory, the feraphim gazey 
Or proftrate adore thee in filence of praife. 


Within. us difplay thy love when we die, 
And bear us away to manfions on high : 
The kingdom be given of glory divine, 
And crown usin heaven eternally thine.” 











